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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 6970 NOTE PREPARED: Jan 5, 2011
BILL NUMBER: HB 1153 BILL AMENDED: 

SUBJECT: Problem-Solving Courts; Judges and Handguns.

FIRST AUTHOR: Rep. Koch BILL STATUS: As Introduced
FIRST SPONSOR: 

FUNDS AFFECTED: GENERAL IMPACT: Local
DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: This bill has the following provisions:

A. Alcohol and Drug Services Programs – It expands the types of persons that may participate in court-
established alcohol and drug services programs. 

B. Terminating Participation – It establishes procedures to be used by a problem-solving court to
terminate an individual's participation in a problem-solving court program. 

C. Financial Responsibility for Problem-Solving Court Program – It provides that the parent or
guardian of a child: (1) who is adjudicated a delinquent child or in a program of informal adjustment
approved by a juvenile court; and (2) who is accepted into a problem-solving court program; is
financially responsible for the problem-solving court service fees and chemical testing expenses
assessed against the child by the problem-solving court. 

D. Depositing Problem-Solving Court Fee – It specifies that a city or town user fee fund or county user
fee fund includes problem-solving court fees collected by the clerk of the court.

E. License to Carry a Handgun – It provides that a judicial officer who is not required to obtain a
license to carry a handgun may not be prohibited from possessing a handgun: (1) on land or in
buildings and other structures owned or leased by the state or a political subdivision of the state; or
(2) in or on school property, in or on property that is being used by a school for a school function,
or on a school bus.

Effective Date: July 1, 2011.

Explanation of State Expenditures: 
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Explanation of State Revenues: 

Explanation of Local Expenditures:  Alcohol and Drug Services Programs – This section would expand
the number of persons who could be served by alcohol and drug service programs. These programs are
generally financed through user fees, so this added provision should not increase expenditures to county
general funds in counties where these programs are located. The Indiana Judicial Center reports that drug
and alcohol programs are located in 55 counties across Indiana.

Terminating Participation – Under current law, a court must hold a hearing before terminating a participant
from a problem-solving court program. This provision specifies the procedures that must be followed to
terminate the person’s participation. Depending on their compliance with due process procedures, courts with
problem-solving court programs would spend more time in hearings but would less likely have their
termination decisions appealed. 

Explanation of Local Revenues:  Financial Responsibility for Problem-Solving Courts Fees – Under
current law, parents of children who are in problem-solving court programs are not responsible for the fees
associated with being in the program. This provision makes the parent or guardian of a child responsible for
paying these fees if ordered by the court to pay them. The fees for informal adjustment programs range from
$5 to $15 per month (IC 31-37-9-9). The fees for problem-solving courts may not exceed $50 per month. The
Indiana Judicial Center reports that four counties (Howard, Perry, Porter and Vanderburgh) have problem-
solving courts for juveniles. 

Depositing Problem-Solving Court Fees – This provision is clean up language because under IC 33-23-16,
both drug and reentry courts are problem-solving courts.

State Agencies Affected: 

Local Agencies Affected: Trial courts; Drug and alcohol programs; Problem-solving courts.

Information Sources: Mary Kay Hudson, Indiana Judicial Center; Indiana Code; Interim Problem-solving
Court Rules, Adopted: April 23, 2010 (Effective July 1, 2010) Amended: September 20, 2010

Fiscal Analyst: Mark Goodpaster, 317-232-9852.
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